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CHAT time

Does fresh fish, sashimi, sushi, nishime, mochi soup, and
white rice sound familiar? How about chopsticks,
countdowns, and family gatherings? No, it is not a
Japanese New Year celebration, this how we celebrate in
Hawaii. Of course we eat many different foods such as
ham, roast pig, and tropical fruits, but usually a New Years
dinner will have many of the same foods as in Japan.
Hawaii’'s modern culture is more influenced by Asia,
especially Japan, rather than America. Did you know that
the first aloha shirts were made by 1St generation
Japanese about 100 years ago? These immigrants no
longer needed their kimonos, jinbeis, and yukatas, so they
made shirts out of them. The first shirts had flower
patterns such as sakura or chrysanthemums, but now
they feature Hawaiian flowers such as hibiscus and
plumeria.

A typical New Years celebration will start on December
31st. Everyone eagerly anticipates midnight and the
coming of the New Year. Many families will gather at one
house. We usually barbeque or eat other Hawaiian foods
while playing the guitar, dancing, and singing. At midnight
almost all households will set off fireworks. The smoke is
so thick, it looks like fog. However, the sky is very
beautiful because of the many colors. On New Years Day,
it is a tradition that we eat mochi soup, sashimi, nimono,
and steamed fish. It is one of the most important holidays.
Sometimes, | miss New Years Day in Hawaii, but | am also
moved by Japan's way of celebrating it. It is very
comforting to know where some of our traditions came
from.
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