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A Test for Foreigner’ s Japanese Ability Check
Many Japanese study English and take IELTS, TOEIC,
TOEFL etc.. for various purposes such as entering
university, getting job or just to check their ability of
English. Have you ever thought the other way about a test
for foreigner s Japanese ability check?
There are few kinds of Japanese language tests for
non-native Japanese speakers. Japanese Language
Proficiency Test is one of those. It is very popular and
called JLPT among foreigners. JLPT is administered by
Japan Education Exchange and Services (JEES) in Japan,
and overseas with help of The Japan Foundation.
The test is scheduled once a year and first Sunday of
December. It has four different levels from 4 to 1, easy to
difficult. Each level has three different part of test, which
is Characters & Vocabulary, Listening comprehension,
Reading Comprehension & Grammar.
It began in 1984 with 7000 examinees and the number
reached to 524000 in 2007. So JEES is planning to
increase frequency of the test from once to twice a year in
some countries. There will be new test pattern with 5
different levels from N5 to N1, easy to difficult. By
applying changes to current system JEES is trying to
standardize JLPT at world level.
By the way, | took JLPT level 1 in December 2008.
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