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CHAT time

| really look forward to March in Japan. It is the end of a
long, cold winter and the beginning of spring. It is also the
end of a busy year and the start of a hopeful new year. |
especially like March because it is when the cherry
blossoms bloom. In Hawaii, we can enjoy many kinds of
tropical flowers all year long, but we don't have cherry
blossoms.

It is only a short time, but I look forward to it every year.
The pink and white petals dancing in the breeze is really
beautiful. When | think of cherry blossoms it brings to mind
images of peace, beauty, and happiness.

Last year, | heard two Japanese people talking about the
cherry blossoms. One of the two said, “What is the purpose
of cherry blossoms?” They don't produce fruit and they die
very quickly. They are not very useful at all.

The other replied, “Yes, but do all things have to be
useful?” Sometimes, we should just enjoy things in its
season. Cherry blossoms are just for a short time, so all we
need to do is enjoy it. All we have to do is just appreciate it
for its beauty. That is the purpose.

| thought this was exactly like education. Sometimes, we
don't know why we have to learn things. Sometimes, the
subjects we learn won't be useful to us at all. It doesn’t
have to be useful. We should just appreciate it for its
beauty.
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